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SPACIOUS: Shays Kirkpatrick works in her offios, where walls open to the front Datio, The design, by architect hisband Grant, was inspired by the Modernist Schindlar House,

HOME OF THE TIMES

An open environment

I'he windows are many and the barriers few in this modern family house in Manhattan Beach.

" Moknis Nswsax

Tucked on 8 packed strest in Manhattan Beach, the home of
Shays and Orant Kirkpatrick s based on & classic ldea in Southern
California Modernism: the coexistenca of the open and Lhe enclossd.

Gpen, In this case means window-nled wals and Hght-filled
roams, with few supports Some walls of
the celling, mAking visitors wonder what's holding up the house.
Btales jut out, seemingly suspended by invisible foroes, Even bath-
rooms feel open, In the master, s wiass door Slkies into & pockst in Lhe
wudl, and the room becomes a sun-fille baleony, as If Quere were no
Barrior to e outdoors.

Tt i take & Isttle getting used to,” Bhays says, "but now I coukd
spend all day there

Other spaces nre more shellared and Private: the intimate, gass-
walled #ining roam, where a stand of bamboo keeps outsiders framm
Jooking in; the study, With 1ts stany walls of poured concrete; bed-
rooms for Allle, 8, Ryan, 1, and Jack, 14; and the master for Grant,
princinel of EAA Deslgn Groub of Los Angeles, and Shaye, an intert-
or designer.

The strutegy of alternating openness and enclosure drove the de-
sl of the house, Grant says. OF & piece of scrmD paper, he sketehes
Ehe floor plan &5 & checkerboand — same AEAS SUNRY AN EXParsve,
pthers wiliod-in and pHvate.

Fila Inspiration was the Schindler House, the 1822 Modernist Innd.
mark in West Hollywood notable for slab concrete walls that define
ot paly the hame and 15 courtyAM bt also its gardens.

For his place, Grant chose not to replicate Schindier's stie but
Tuther his kden of & holse andlandssape so integrally entwined that
it's sometimes difficult 1o tell ure frum the other, Schindlss's strategy
af using clerestory windows just below the Toofline (s Tepeated here,
bringing natural lght and a Tint of the outstde waorld nto the home
without eompromising privecy,

With the ooean fust & few Dlocks away, the house mquires lttie
heating or coaling. When temperatures do drop, the toncrets foors
deliver radlan: heat. And |n warm weather, n fan draws Dot alr out of
thetopofthe howse and pulla tn cocl nir at ground level. Shark pomes:

Grant and Shayn
Kir

rkpatrick relax d ‘Mank
with thalr dog, g, Eae pRcan
Lola, abova, in Beach as "Lhe Lree section.
their backyard Fittingly, ut. times, the home foels Like a Lrechcuse. Although the
Hiving ares, which apen plan eppears stmMe, It required complex engineering because
foatures 3 flut- of the minimum number of interior walls, accarding to contractor Jell
scroan television Wilson.
aaid x fivepincy *Theres &lmost ro wasted space” Wilson says of the 3.300-
take the chill off Fock: rh h

square-foot, four-bedroom house, snugly Nt oato & long, narmow 1ot
typlcal afbeach eommunities.

Because the house sits on & slope, the front consists of bwo storles
and the back conalsts of three, with the gamge snd lndry room
discreetly tucked sway on the lowest level Though the propecty is
only 40 feet wide, Grant was able to carve out  Dath on the side of the
hiotise 50 tie boys sould hall their surfboards from the garage to the
‘beach without dragging them through the home.

And Shayn's influence? “Everywlere.” she says, One obvious

odol evenings. The
oma'n ponsa of
a¥Punsivencss
Gontinues into the
mAsTar bath,
whare a glass door
didesinto o
pocket in the wall
and the room
baaomes & gun-

filled balcony, twuch &5 the breakiast bar, designed around an antique Chiness
bench that Shaya found st Berbere Imborts in Culver City:.

T Out froot, w>>4en Manks flanksd by Japanese river rocks lead to

latimes.co &he door — & Drocession that Shays says “feels ke crossing & bridge *

/homa g Bhe anly wishes Ser husband could better enjoy what he had de-
. signed,

Go online for “Poar Grunt Sty says, “He dossal geLto spend as much time

more photos i the house ns T do.”

Our oxtended gallery

contums the Bving area, Newman i3 8 fresiance wriler.

kdtehen ane mare

home@latimes com.



